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Course Description 
 
The World History course challenges students to construct essential questions and determine the proper 
sources that can help answer those questions. Students will use a variety of historical thinking skills that 
include analysis of historical events for change, continuity and context. Students will identify various 
perspectives in history, understanding diversity, and interpret primary and secondary sources to be used as 
evidence for their arguments. The World History Course commences with the study of World Religion 
and ends with current day issues and politics.  

 
Course Resources 

Ø Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Beyond the Bubble (Migrant Mother, 
Lange’s Iconic Photograph) 

Ø Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Reading Like a Historian (Japanese 
Internment, ZootSuit Riots) 

Ø Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Reading Like a Historian (Korean War) 
Ø Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Beyond the Bubble (Cold War Foreign 

Policy) 
Ø Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Reading Like a Historian 
Ø Stanford History Education Group (SHEG): Beyond the Bubble (Civil Rights Movement 

in Context) 
Ø Amistad Commission Curriculum  
Ø New York Times Upfront 
Ø Teaching Tolerance (Southern Poverty Law Center) 
Ø Gilder Lehrman Institute for American History 

 
Pacing Guide 

Unit Title  Time Frame  
Unit One:  Intro to Themes & World 
History 

6 Weeks  

Unit Two:  Renaissance, Reformation, 
Scientific Revolution & Enlightenment 1350 
- 1700 

6 Weeks  

Unit Three:  The Emergence of the First 
Global Age  
 1400 - 1800 

6 Weeks  

Unit Four: Revolutions 
1700s - 1914 

6 Weeks 

Unit Five:  Global Crisis and World Wars 
1900 - 1945 

6 Weeks  

 



 
Unit 1 - Intro to Themes & World History  
6 Weeks  
 
Unit 1 Overview  
In this unit, students will read primary accounts of the Mongol conquest and compare to the war strategies 
of today. Students will write an essay utilizing the teachings of Sun Zu in the Japanese empire. Students 
will read differing accounts of Catholic and Protestant belief and how they affected Europe. Students will 
work in heterogeneous groups to understand the role of exploration in Spain and Portugal.  

All	lessons	that	align	to	the	Amistad	Curriculum	will	be	indicated	with	a	blue	star	next	to	the	
essential	learning	objectives.					
 

Essential Questions 
Ø How do the teachings of the Sun Zu influence the society as a whole?  
Ø How are the differing beliefs of the Catholic and Protestant people affecting Europe? 

 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will read primary accounts of the Mongol conquest and compare to the war strategies of 
today.  

Ø Students will write an essay utilizing the teachings of Sun Zu in the Japanese empire. Students 
will read differing accounts of Catholic and Protestant belief and how they affected Europe.  

Ø Students will work in heterogeneous groups to understand the role of exploration in Spain and 
Portugal.  

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.1.12.A.2  Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 
8.1.12.C.1  Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with 
peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community. 

 
Standards Addressed: 

 
RH.9-10.1 

RH.9-10.3 

RH.9-10.7 

RH.9-10.9 

WHST.9-10.2 
a-f 

WHST.9-10.4 

WHST.9-10.7 

WHST.9-10.8 

WHST.9-10.9 

Ø 	
 



Differentiation 
Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  
Ø Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  
Ø Short Answer Questions 
Ø Structured Discussion/Debate 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 
people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 
communities and structured learning experiences. 

Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
 
 
Unit 2 Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution & Enlightenment 1350 - 1700 
Six Weeks  
 
Unit 2 Overview  
In this unit, students will explore ideas developed during the Renaissance, Scientific Revolution, 
Reformation, and Enlightenment led to political, economic, and cultural changes that have had a lasting 
impact. 
All	lessons	that	align	to	the	Amistad	Curriculum	will	be	indicated	with	a	blue	star	next	to	the	
essential	learning	objectives.					
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How were the ideas developed during the Renaissance Period influenced the political, economic, 
and cultural changes that took place? 

Ø How were the ideas developed during the Scientific Revolution Period influenced the political, 
economic, and cultural changes that took place?  

Ø How were the ideas developed during the Reformation Period influenced the political, economic, 
and cultural changes that took place? 

Ø How were the ideas developed during the Enlightenment Period influenced the political, 
economic, and cultural changes that took place?  
 

 
 



Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø *Students will explore ideas developed during the Renaissance, Scientific Revolution, 
Reformation, and Enlightenment led to political, economic, and cultural changes that have had a 
lasting impact. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2  Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Ø 8.1.12.B.2 Apply previous content knowledge by creating and piloting a digital learning game or 
tutorial. 

Standards Addressed 
RH.9-10.1 

RH.9-10.3 

RH.9-10.7 

RH.9-10.9 

WHST.9-10.2 
a-f 

WHST.9-10.4 

WHST.9-10.7 

WHST.9-10.8 

WHST.9-10.9 

 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  
Ø Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  
Ø Short Answer Questions 
Ø Structured Discussion/Debate 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 
people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 
communities and structured learning experiences. 



Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
 
 
 
Unit 3 - The Emergence of the First Global Age 1400-1800 
Six Weeks  
 
Unit 3 Overview  
In this unit, students will explore the methods of and motivations for exploration and conquest resulted in 
increased global interactions, differing patterns of trade, colonization, and conflict among nations.  
Students will explore the notion that colonization was inspired by the desire to have access to resources 
and markets, often at the expense of the indigenous culture, population, and environment. 

All	lessons	that	align	to	the	Amistad	Curriculum	will	be	indicated	with	a	blue	star	next	to	the	
essential	learning	objectives.					
 
Essential Questions 

Ø *How did methods of and motivation for exploration and conquest result in increased global 
interactions differing patterns of trade, colonization, and conflict among nations? 

Ø *How did colonization impact trade and marketing in the First Global Age?  
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will explore the methods of and motivations for exploration and conquest resulted in 
increased global interactions, differing patterns of trade, colonization, and conflict among nations.   

Ø Students will explore the notion that colonization was inspired by the desire to have access to 
resources and markets, often at the expense of the indigenous culture, population, and 
environment. 

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.1.12.A.2  Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 
Ø 8.1.12.B.2 Apply previous content knowledge by creating and piloting a digital learning game or 

tutorial. 
 
Standards Addressed 

RH.9-10.1 

RH.9-10.3 

RH.9-10.7 

RH.9-10.9 

WHST.9-10.2 
a-f 

WHST.9-10.4 

WHST.9-10.7 

WHST.9-10.8 

WHST.9-10.9 

 



Differentiation 
Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 

multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  
Ø Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  
Ø Short Answer Questions 
Ø Structured Discussion/Debate 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 

Ø 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 
people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 
communities and structured learning experiences. 

Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
 
 
 
Unit 4 – Revolutions 
1700s –1914 
Six Weeks  
 
Unit 4 Overview  
In this unit, students will explore the discontent with prevailing economic, political, and social conditions 
were the impetus for change, which resulted in revolution or reform. Students will explore that the 
Industrial Revolution was a consequence of technological innovation and expanding economic activity 
and markets, resulting in massive population movement, urbanization, and the development of complex 
economic systems. Students will learn that the industrialized nations embarked on a competitive race for 
global resources and markets, resulting in the establishment of political and economic control over large 
regions of the world that had a lasting impact. 
All	lessons	that	align	to	the	Amistad	Curriculum	will	be	indicated	with	a	blue	star	next	to	the	
essential	learning	objectives.					
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How did the impetus of change result in revolution or reform?  
Ø How did the Industrial Revolution become a beacon of this era?  
Ø How does finance spearhead political undertones in society?  

 
 



Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø *Students will explore the discontent with prevailing economic, political, and social conditions 
were the impetus for change, which resulted in revolution or reform.  

Ø *Students will explore that the Industrial Revolution was a consequence of technological 
innovation and expanding economic activity and markets, resulting in massive population 
movement, urbanization, and the development of complex economic systems.  

Ø Students will learn that the industrialized nations embarked on a competitive race for global 
resources and markets, resulting in the establishment of political and economic control over large 
regions of the world that had a lasting impact. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 

Ø 8.1.12.B.2 Apply previous content knowledge by creating and piloting a digital learning game or 
tutorial. 

Ø 8.1.12.C.1 Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with 
peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community. 

 
Standards Addressed 

Ø 6.1.12.A.15.b Determine the effectiveness of the United States in pursuing national interests 
while also attempting to address global political, economic, and social problems.  

Ø 6.1.12.D.16.c Determine past and present factors that led to the widening of the gap between the 
rich and poor, and evaluate how this has affected individuals and society.  

Ø 6.1.12.A.14.d Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding 
spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms. 

 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  
Ø Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  
Ø Short Answer Questions 
Ø Structured Discussion/Debate 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 
people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 
communities and structured learning experiences. 



Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Unit 5 – Global Crisis and World Wars 
1900 - 1945 
Six Weeks 
 
Unit 5 Overview  
In this unit, students will explore that Nationalism, imperialism, industrialization, and militarism 
contributed to an increase in economic and military competition among European nations, the Ottoman 
Empire, and Japan, and led to World War I. Students will explore that the failure of the Treaty of 
Versailles, the impact of the global depression, and the expansionist policies and actions of Axis nations 
are viewed as major factors that resulted in World War II.  World Wars I and II were "total wars" in 
which nations mobilized entire populations and economies and employed new military tactics that 
resulted in unprecedented death and destruction, as well as drastic changes in political boundaries. World 
Wars I and II challenged economic and political power structures and gave rise to a new balance of power 
in the world. Students will explore that the economic, technological, and military power and 
bureaucracies have been used by nations to deliberately and systematically destroy ethnic/racial, political, 
and cultural groups. 
All	lessons	that	align	to	the	Amistad	Curriculum	will	be	indicated	with	a	blue	star	next	to	the	
essential	learning	objectives.					
 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How are wars determining factors of the political, symbolic, and structural frames of society?  
Ø How are military powers defined? 
Ø How did bureaucracies influence the powers that be during this era? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will explore that Nationalism, imperialism, industrialization, and militarism contributed 
to an increase in economic and military competition among European nations, the Ottoman 
Empire, and Japan, and led to World War I.  

Ø *Students will explore that the failure of the Treaty of Versailles, the impact of the global 
depression, and the expansionist policies and actions of Axis nations are viewed as major factors 
that resulted in World War II.  World Wars I and II were "total wars" in which nations mobilized 
entire populations and economies and employed new military tactics that resulted in 
unprecedented death and destruction, as well as drastic changes in political boundaries. World 
Wars I and II challenged economic and political power structures and gave rise to a new balance 
of power in the world.  

Ø *Students will explore that the economic, technological, and military power and bureaucracies 
have been used by nations to deliberately and systematically destroy ethnic/racial, political, and 
cultural groups. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 

Ø 8.1.12.C.1 Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with 
peers and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online community. 

Ø 8.1.12.D.3 Compare and contrast policies on filtering and censorship both locally and globally. 



 
Standards Addressed 

RH.9-10.1 

RH.9-10.3 

RH.9-10.7 

RH.9-10.9 

WHST.9-10.2 
a-f 

WHST.9-10.4 

WHST.9-10.7 

WHST.9-10.8 

WHST.9-10.9 

 
Differentiation 

Ø Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to create digital 
multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

Ø Modeling or independent student led research   
Ø Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of personal interest 
Ø Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare. 
Ø Encourage students to make transformations - use a common task or item in a different way 
Ø Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or 

investigations. 
Ø Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a 

problem or assignment. 
Assessments 

Ø Vocabulary & Concept Quizzes,  
Ø Document Based Questions (short answer or essay)  
Ø Short Answer Questions 
Ø Structured Discussion/Debate 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø 9.1.12.C.3 Explain why some current and/or past world leaders have had a greater impact on 
people and society than others, regardless of their countries of origin. 

Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 
communities and structured learning experiences. 

Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
 
 


